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Agenda

• Introductions

• Things to know before diving in

• Let’s Focus on Rhyme! (Terza Rima)

• And Repeat! (Villanelle)

• Scaffolding the forms (Adapting for younger grades)

• Q & A



We’re Writing 
Poetry!



Words to know

• Stanza – a small section of a poem; like a paragraph but for poetry. 
Poets often leave a blank line between two stanzas of a poem

• Couplet - 2-line stanza

• Tercet – 3-line stanza

• Quatrain – 4-line stanza

• Sestet – 6-line stanza

• Rhyme – repetition of ending sound(s) shared by words. 

• Rhyme scheme – the pattern of end rhymes within a poem. Labelled 
with letters of the alphabet, beginning with A. 



Let’s 
Focus 

on 
Rhyme!

• Teach students how to use a 
rhyming dictionary (both hard copy 
and online)
• https://www.rhymer.com/
• https://www.rhymedesk.com/

https://www.rhymer.com/
https://www.rhymedesk.com/


Terza Rima

Name means “three rhyme”

Consists of tercets with an end couplet

Focus is on rhyme scheme:

• A

• B

• A

• B

• C

• B

• A

• A



History & Famous Examples

• Invented by Dante in 1300s (The Divine 
Comedy)

• “Ode to the West Wind” by Percy Bysshe 
Shelley

• “Acquainted with the Night” by Robert 
Frost

• “The Yachts” by William Carlos Williams



Looking for 
Inspiration? 

Art!

• Borrowed art prints from school art 
teacher

• Displayed them and let students do a 
gallery walk to view all the prints

• Students selected a print to use for 
inspiration

• Brainstorm words they could use to 
describe the chosen art

• Choose a few of these words and list 
other rhyming words for them 

• Introduce terza rima format



Example

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/libbyrosof/2267022653
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


And Repeat! 
The Villanelle

• Made of tercets with an ending 
quatrain

• Rhyme scheme has only two rhymes 
(A & B)

• Two lines (both A rhyme) will be 
repeated throughout

• Typically written in iambic 
pentameter (but I did not focus on 
this for my students)



Villanelle 
Rhyme Scheme

A1

B

A2

A

B

A1

A

B

A2

A

B

A1

A

B

A2

A

B

A1

A2



History & Famous Examples

• Comes from Rennaisance
period peasant dances (villano
is Italian for peasant)

• “Do Not Go Gentle Into That 
Good Night” by Dylan Thomas

• “The Home on the Hill” by 
Edward Arlington Robinson

• “One Art” by Elizabeth Bishop



Inspired by Picture Books

• Picture books with lots of 
rhyme:

• Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan 
Thomas

• Pig the Pug by Aaron Blabey

• The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donaldson

• The Magic Hat by Mem Fox
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://garnant.wordpress.com/2011/01/01/he-has-terrible-tusks-and-terrible-claws/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


The Process

Students went through their chosen picture book and 
made lists of rhyming words from the text

Students added additional rhyming words to their lists 
from outside the text

Mark out any list with fewer than six words (the 
minimum needed for B rhyme; seven needed for A 
rhyme)

Write a rhyming couplet. This is the A1 & A2 line that will 
be repeated throughout

Put A1 & A2 in their spot throughout the poem, then 
complete the remaining lines. 



Example



Scaffolding 
the Forms

• Shared or Interactive Writing

• Teacher chooses topic or inspiration 
artifact

• Students work in small groups to 
brainstorm lists of rhyming words 
related to topic

• Create a class list of rhyming words

• Students & Teacher work together to 
write the poem

• Can start by writing the words 
that create the rhyme scheme and 
work from there



Scaffolding the 
forms
Low level of support: Hands outs with 
the rhyme scheme included



Thank you!

• You can access this presentation at my 
Web Site:

• https://sarahpennington2.wixsite.com/
handouts

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://askleo.com/what-is-facebook-fan-friday/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

