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In the 
beginning…

K8 school

Wanted to create a portfolio system G/T 
students in grades 6-8

Interdisciplinary

Build research skills

Opportunities for creativity

FUN!



The Result

10 assignments spread over 
three years

Some assignments were 
repeatable 

Each student 
chose a topic 
they wanted to 
dig into

Teacher 
guidance 
needed to 
help students 
choose a topic 
that was not 
too broad or 
too restrictive. 
☺



The 
assignments

ABC Book of vocabulary/concepts related to topic

Read & Review a book involving the chosen topic

Careers in (topic)

Current Event involving topic (1X year)

Create/Invent for (topic)

Famous person involved in (topic; 2X over 3 years)

Future possibilities in (topic)

Government involvement in (topic)

History of (topic)

Math & (topic)



The 
assignments 
by 
suggested 
grade level

6th Grade: 
ABC Book of vocabulary/concepts related to topic
Current Event involving topic (1X year)
History of (topic)
Famous person involved in (topic; 2X over 3 years)

7th Grade:
Read & Review a book involving the chosen topic
Current Event involving topic (1X year)
Math & (topic)
Government involvement in (topic)

8th Grade: 
Careers in (topic)
Current Event involving topic (1X year)
Famous person involved in (topic; 2X over 3 years)
Create/Invent for (topic)
Future possibilities in (topic)





Now at 
www.bls.gov/ooh





Format? 

• Lots of possibilities!
• Traditional paper

• Essay/research paper

• Informational brochure or book(let)

• Poetry 

• PowerPoint or similar presentation

• Podcast or Video

• Web page or web site

• Arts-based formats
• Board game 

• Bulletin Board 

• Comic book 

• What other ideas do you have?



Student Input!

•Do students have ideas 
for additional projects 
they would like to do 
and include in their 
portfolio? Co-create 
directions and the 
rubric!



Do it & 
Forget it? 
Nope!

• Allow students to go back 
to earlier assignments 
and revise their work 
• Growth focused

• Incorporate new 
knowledge and 
understanding



Thoughts or 
Questions? 

• How could you adapt this 
idea for your context? 

• What additional 
assignments could be 
added? 

• Any other thoughts or 
questions? 
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